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State of California
Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

MINUTES OF MEETING
July 21, 1999
North Coast Regional Water Board
   Hearing Room
5550 Skylane Boulevard
Santa Rosa, California

The July 21, 1999 meeting of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board,
North Coast Region was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chairman Ross Liscum.  Stan
Plowman led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Introductions

Chairman Liscum introduced the Board members present, State Water Board member
John Brown, Executive Officer Lee Michlin, and Legal Counsel Phil Wyels.

Board Members Present

Bill Hoy, Jim Mitchell, Stan Plowman, Bev Wasson, and Ross Liscum

Staff Present

Lee Michlin, Craig Johnson, Bob Tancreto, Susan Warner, Frank Reichmuth, Tom
Dunbar, Bob Klamt, Tuck Vath, Mark Neely, Dave Evans, Roy O’Connor, Jan Goebel,
Kasey Ashley, Beth Lamb, Kurt Soenen, Terry Kinney, Terry Barnes, Jean Spath, and
Phil Wyels

Minutes of Meeting

Stan Plowman moved adoption of the December 10, 1998 minutes as presented.  Bill
Hoy seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.  Regional Water
Board member Bev Wasson abstained from participation in this item.

Election of Officers

Stan Plowman moved to retain Ross Liscum as Chair of the Board and nominated Bill
Hoy as Vice Chair for 1999.  Jim Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried by a
unanimous voice vote.
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Public Forum

Richard Gienger, Whitethorn resident, referenced his July 21, 1999 correspondence
that requested the five watersheds of Bear, Jordan, Stitz, and Freshwater Creek and the
Elk River be placed on the August 1999 agenda.  Mr. Gienger stated that, due to the
Board’s lack of a quorum, timely action by the Board and staff is necessary to determine
standards for evaluation and correction of cumulative impacts in the watershed.  The
California Department of Forestry continues to approve timber harvest plans and make
mitigations which are not adequate to protect the beneficial uses of water in those
areas.

Consent Calendar

A.  State of California, Department of Transportation, State Route 1, Pudding
Creek Bridge No. 10-158, Seismic Retrofit Project, Mendocino County, Recision
of Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID No. 1B97013RMEN

C. Sonoma County Transportation and Public Works, River Road, Hacienda
Bridge No. 20C-037 Seismic Retrofit Project, Hacienda, Sonoma County, New
Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID No. 1B970011RSON

D. State of California, Department of Transportation, State Route 1, Noyo River
Bridge Replacement Project, Fort Bragg, Mendocino County WDID No.
1B98097RMEN

E. Gerald L. Storz, Vagabond Village Mobile Home Park, Cleone, Mendocino
County, Recision of Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID No. 1B84011OMEN

F. Sino-American Buddhist Association, City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
Talmage, Mendocino County, Recision of Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID
No. 1B7621OMEN

G. California Department of Transportation, Guerneville Bridges, Sonoma County,
Recision of Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID No. 1B95028RSON

H. Calpine Corporation dba Unocal Thermal Power Company, The Geysers,
Sonoma County, Revision of Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID No.
1B86002RSON

J.   Kendall Jackson Skylane Facility, Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, New Waste
Discharge Requirements, WDID No. 1B98080RSON

L. Mendocino Forest Products Co. LLC, Fort Bragg Studmill, 32600 Holquist Lane,
Fort Bragg, Mendocino County, Revision of Waste Discharge Requirements Order
No. 95-12, WDID No. 1B8000054OMEN
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M. Basic American Foods, Hatfield Potato Plant, Adoption of Resolution approving
the Negative Declaration for and revised Waste Discharge Requirements, WDID No.
1A93005RSIS

N. Safety-Kleen Systems, Inc., 5750 Commerce Boulevard, Rohnert Park, Sonoma
County, Resolution for a Negative Declaration and New Waste Discharge
Requirements, WDID No. 1B99012RSON

O. MGM Brakes Assembly Plant, Cloverdale, Sonoma County, Adoption of
Resolution Approving the Negative Declaration for an Interim Cleanup Remedy

P. Siskiyou Developments, Handy Stop, 25 North Weed Boulevard, Weed, Siskiyou
County, Recision of Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 91-182, WDID No.
1A91045RSIS

Q. Humboldt County Dept. of Public Works, Bear Canyon Road Bridge
Construction Project (Bridge No. 46-29), Humboldt County, New Waste Discharge
Requirements, WDID No. 1B99005RHUM

R. Coast Wood Preserving, Mendocino County, Revision of Waste Discharge
Requirements, WDID No. 1B235004224

Executive Officer, Lee Michlin stated Item Nos. B, I,  and K would be considered and
voted on separately.

Stan Plowman moved adoption of the Consent Calendar including Item Nos. A, C, D, E,
F, G, H, J, L, M, N, O, P, Q, and R and presented.  Bev Wasson seconded the motion
and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

B. Optical Coasting Laboratories, Inc., 2789 Northpoint Parkway, Santa Rosa,
Sonoma County, Renewal of NPDES Permit No. CA0024694, WDID No.
1B88067NSON

Stan Plowman moved adoption of Item No. B as presented.  Jim Mitchell seconded the
motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

K. Union Pacific Railroad Company, 99 Frances, Santa Rosa, Sonoma County,
NPDES Permit CA0024872 Revision, WDID No. 1B93002NSON

Stan Plowman moved adoption of Item No. K as presented.  Bev Wasson seconded the
motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

I. Mendocino City Community Services District, Mendocino, Mendocino County,
renewal of NPDES Permit No. CA0022870, WDID No. 1B83129OMEN
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Jack Silver, representing Riverwatch and several other organizations, addressed the
Board regarding his concerns with the waste discharge requirements as outlined on
Page 4, Table B,  “Toxic Materials Limitations”.  Tuck Vath responded to Mr. Silver’s
comments giving a brief history of the plant’s operations.

Bill Hoy moved adoption of Item No. I, Mendocino City Community Services District, as
presented.  Stan Plowman seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice
vote.

Mr. Michlin announced that Item No. 1, City of Santa Rosa Subregional Waste Water
Treatment Facility, Sonoma County, Update of NPDES Permit No. CA0022764, WDID
No. 1B83099OSON has been removed from the agenda.  He explained two of our
Board members have conflicts of interest with the City of Santa Rosa agenda items.

Mr. Michlin stated Item No. 2, John Porter and John McDonald dba Benbow Valley
Investments, Garberville, Humboldt County, New Waste Discharge Requirements,
WDID No. 1B87037OSON, has been postponed to the August 1999 agenda in Eureka.
This continuance was requested by Mr. Porter’s attorney.

3. PUBLIC HEARING to consider Recision of the Time Schedule Order for U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Kelly Road

Chairman Liscum opened the public hearing, read the hearing procedure, and swore in
those giving testimony.

Mark Neely gave a brief history of the site and summarized the actions the Board has
taken since the issuance of Cleanup and Abatement Order No. 97-51 on May 15, 1997.
Staff inspections during the past winter revealed the Corps did not do the required road
maintenance as agreed upon.  On June 9, 1999, the Corps informed Mr. Michlin that the
unconditional deed for executing transfer of ownership of Kelly Road has been signed
by the Secretary of the Army.  The Corps pledged to continue to inspect the road and
maintain water quality structures for 30 days beyond receipt date of the deed.  The new
owner, Mr. Bob Weir would be responsible for maintenance of the road after that time.
Mr. Neely referenced the repair work Mr. Weir has done on the road to date.  A recent
letter from Congressman Mike Thompson urged continued adequate road maintenance
and offered his participation to resolve any outstanding issues.

Lieutenant Colonel Peter Grass used a slide presentation to document the work
activities that were completed in accordance with Cleanup and Abatement Order No.
97-51.  LCOL Grass believes the maintenance responsibilities for the road are
concluded with the completion of the contracted repairs and sale of Kelly Road.

Mark Trione, Kelly Road property owner, stated additional repair work is needed on
Kelly Road  and expressed his opinion the Army Corps of Engineers has not fully
completed their obligations.  He described the existing road conditions that have not
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adequately been addressed by the Corps.  Mr. Trione responded to questions from the
Board.

Rose Zoia, representing Friends of Kelly Road, referenced Danny Hagans’ July 19,
1999 report that outlined the lack of repairs to the road surfaces and problems with the
overall drainage patterns.

Doug Simmonds, Coordinator of the Gualala River Watershed Council, addressed
chronic road problems and potential erosion concerns for the upcoming wet weather
season.  He was opposed to the recission of Order No. 97-51.

Discussion continued among the Board members, Mark Neely, and Phil Wyels.

Bill Hoy moved recission of Time Schedule Order No. 97-130 as proposed.  Stan
Plowman seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

4. Consideration of Adoption of Resolution No. 99-11 Expressing Appreciation to E.
Joyce Crockett for her Service as a Member of the North Coast Regional Water
Quality Control Board

Chairman Liscum read Resolution No. 99-11 that outlined Mrs. Crockett’s 15-year
tenure on the North Coast Regional Water Board.

Stan Plowman moved adoption of Order No. 99-11 as presented.  Jim Mitchell
seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

5. Consideration of Agreement with the County of Sonoma to Address Solvent
Contamination Originating near the West Avenue Intersection with Sebastopol Road,
Santa Rosa

Susan Warner presented a brief history of the West Avenue/Roseland area, which
dated back to 1984.  Using overhead graphs, Ms. Warner explained the eleven
conditions in the proposed Plan of Action for HVOC Investigation and Mitigation in the
Roseland Area.  The Plan is an agreement between Sonoma County, the South Park
County Sanitation District and the California Regional Water Quality Control Board,
North Coast Region.  The final report is due in February 2002.  She included
correspondence dated June 25, 1999 that had been received by Hans Herb and Shelly
Turner, representing Citizens Cleanup Coalition, into the record.

Hans Herb, Santa Rosa attorney, referenced his July 20, 1999 letter that stated he was
not necessarily opposed to the agreement, but extremely concerned about the process
of how the agreement came to be negotiated.  He was critical of the lack of public input
into the Plan of Action.  Mr. Herb suggested improved and continued communication
among the affected parties.
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Ms. Warner responded to Mr. Herb’s issues and addressed the formal noticing of the
Plan.  She clarified the provisions of the agreement.  She has been meeting with
Roseland area residents bi-weekly for some time and community outreach efforts will
continue.

Sherry McGarrett, Emmy Lou Court resident, said the pollution needs to be eliminated
from the area and a safe source of drinking water provided to the residents.

Tom Schopflin, Sonoma County Administrator, stated the county continues to
coordinate and work together with residents to address and prioritize workable solutions
to the area’s ongoing needs.  He thinks the Plan of Action is a good first step in the
initial effort to clean up area contamination.

Sharon Marchetti, Healdsburg resident, discussed the efforts which groups and citizens
have embarked upon to address the solvent contamination issues.  The areas of both
funding opportunities and a mechanism to develop communication with local residents
have been explored.   She stated there has been no public input into the Plan of Action
as presented in the proposed agreement.

Stan Plowman moved approval of the agreement with the understanding that we make
a real serious effort to improve the communication with the local people that are
affected and make this work in that respect.  Bill Hoy seconded the motion and it carried
by a unanimous voice vote.

6. Consideration of Revision to the Request for McMinn Avenue Superfund Area
Cleanup and Abatement Account Funds

Susan Warner had a map which illustrated the McMinn State Superfund area in
southwest Santa Rosa, California.  With new development in the area, water mains
have been installed down most streets, providing residents and businesses with the
opportunity to connect to the municipal water system.  However, the costs for
connection have been a burden for many residents.  In 1998, the Regional Water Board
requested and received funds from the State Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) to
provide water connections in the area.  Emmy Lou Court is one of the streets where
high levels of contamination exist in the groundwater requiring alternative water supply
considerations.  The proposed resolution requests that the State Water Board amend its
existing authorization of CAA funds to the Regional Water Board.  The amended
authorization would give staff the ability to address areas where water supply hookups
are not feasible.  Action on this item was deferred until September 1999.
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7. Consideration of Request for Cleanup and Abatement Account Funds for Yolanda
Avenue/Asti Site, Santa Rosa, California

Bonnie Rolandelli stated a large groundwater plume of halogenated volatile organic
compounds is located near the intersection of Santa Rosa Avenue and Yolanda
Avenue.  The area consists of mixed residential, commercial,  and industrial sites where
approximately 40 domestic wells are located.  A public health threat exists because of
exposure from contaminated drinking water and other domestic well uses.  Preliminary
results from the sampling completed on July 21 indicate several drinking water wells in
the area are affected.   The proposed resolution is requesting $256,250 of additional
funding for:  (1) the immediate connection of the various residences impacted by the
contaminant plume to the City of Santa Rosa water system, and  (2) the continued
investigative work to determine the source of the contamination and the responsible
parties.

Stan Plowman moved adoption of the request for Cleanup and Abatement Account
Funds as proposed.  Bev Wasson seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous
voice vote.

8. Violations and Enforcement Report

Lee Michlin submitted the April 1999 Report as written.

9. Update on Pacific Lumber Company Watershed Assessment and Other Activities in
Freshwater Creek and Elk River

Frank Reichmuth updated the Board on Pacific Lumber Company (Palco) activities.
The Company has entered into a Habitat Conservation Plan with National Marine
Fisheries and Fish and Wildlife Service.  As part of that agreement, the transfer of
Headwaters Forest property reverted to both state and federal ownership.  The
watershed assessment report should include issues of herbicides, flooding, and
adequate water supplies to residents in the Freshwater Creek/Elk River area.  An
agreement was adopted between the North Coast Regional Water Board and Palco for
Freshwater residents that guaranteed a drinking water source had been provided.   An
additional update on Palco activities will be presented at the August Board meeting in
Eureka.  Frank responded to a question from Board member Hoy.

John Campbell.  Pacific Lumber Company President, stated the company has been
involved in public outreach efforts including hearings and the distribution of printed
materials to facilitate understanding of the Headwaters Agreement.  He gave a brief
historical overview of the Headwaters Forest commencing in 1996.  With the federal
purchase of the property, both a habitat conservation plan and a sustained yield plan
was developed for 211,000 acres.  He discussed in detail the interim activities that are
ongoing in the watershed.
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Dr. Jeffrey Barrett, Palco representative, supplemented his remarks with a power point
presentation.  He discussed rainfall patterns, reviewed how forest harvest and roads
affect runoff, addressed sediment yields in the basins, and shared the findings of an
expert assessment of Palco’s management and company structure.  Dr. Barrett stated a
comprehensive review of the watershed assessment including the issues of flooding
and safety in the Elk River/Freshwater drainages will be presented at the August Board
meeting.

Oral testimony was given by: Richard Gienger, Humboldt Watershed Council, Joseph
Blum, National Marine Fisheries Service, and Cynthia Elkins, representing the
Environmental Protection Information Center.  Mr. Campbell responded to testimony
from the public.

10.   Executive Officer’s Report

a. Status Report on Fishery Network of Central California Coastal Counties
(Fishnet 4C) Work Plan

Lee Michlin introduced Ms. Kallie Kull who represents  Fishnet 4C.  Ms. Kull explained
that the program is a county-based project that includes the six central California
coastal counties of Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, and Monterey.
Their mission is to restore California’s listed and declining natural salmon and steelhead
populations to levels which are healthy, sustainable, and support a productive fishing
industry.  She discussed the primary activities and goals of her organization.

b. Report on Review of Recommended Forest Practice Rules Modification

Frank  Reichmuth stated his staff together with representatives from Regions, 3, 5, and
6  compiled and presented a proposed  package of modifications of the Forest Practice
rules to the Board of Forestry.  The suggestions included modifications to total
maximum daily load allocations (TMDLs) and the Nonpoint Source Plan.  A technical
committee was been formed including the Department of Fish and Game, the California
Department of Forestry,  Mines and Geology, and the Regional Water Quality Control
Board.  The Committee’s conclusion resulted in proposed additional changes to the
Forest Practice Rules to address portions of the Endangered Species Act.  A
comprehensive review is ongoing by the Committee with rule modifications expected in
the near future.   Frank explained and responded to Board member inquiries regarding
the volume of materials that were distributed.

Richard Gienger addressed his comments to the Forest Rule Practice modifications.



1545

c. Update on the Budget and Organization

Craig Johnson reviewed the FY 1999-2000 Budget Bill that will be implemented
statewide.   As a result of increased position status, Region One will be obtaining 35
new staff positions.  The Supplemental Language Report detailed both State and
Regional Water Board reporting responsibilities for the current Fiscal Year.   The new
watershed-based organizational chart was divided into three divisions as:  (1) Cleanup
& Special Investigations (Susan Warner),  (2) Watershed Protection (Bob Tancreto),
and  (3) Timber Harvest (Frank Reichmuth).   Mr. Johnson addressed the challenges
and goals that will be implemented by the new organization.

d. Status Report on the City of Santa Rosa’s Long-Term Wastewater Disposal

Ed Brauner, Santa Rosa Assistant City Manager, reviewed that in 1998 the City
selected the Geysers Recharge Project as their long-term wastewater disposal plan.
He stated the preliminary design of the pipeline has commenced with particular focus on
safety and environmental protection.  The current construction schedule will continue
through 2000 and 2001 with project startup scheduled in 2002.   He responded to a
question from Board member Mitchell.

e. Status of Consent Decree and Stipulated Judgment in the Matter of the North
Coast Railroad Authority dba Northwestern Pacific Railroad

Susan Warner stated the Railroad’s compliance with the terms of either a Cease and
Desist Order or a Time Schedule Order was never achieved.   The Attorney General
(AG) has reached a settlement with the North Coast Railroad Authority including training
and contingency plans, good operations, and maintenance have been incorporated into
the settlement agreement.   The AG’s agreement settles issues for the Regional Water
Board, the Department of Toxic Substances Control, and the Department of Fish and
Game.

f. Status Report on Sonoma County Central Landfill

Dave Evans said the County landfill site receives about 1800 tons of solid waste per day
projecting the remaining capacity to be complete in seven years.  After extensive study,
the final recommendation was to expand the existing landfill rather than site a new one.
Dave presented overhead slides to illustrate the East Canyon Expansion Project permit
application issues.  He used slides to show the geographic areas within the landfill.  He
stated his willingness to organize a tour of the Central Landfill for Regional Board
members and interested public in conjunction with the September meeting in Santa
Rosa.
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Oral presentations were given by Susan Clausen, Operations Manager of the Sonoma
County Central Landfill and Jeffrey Dunn, Geosyntec Consultants and Design Manager
of the East Canyon Expansion Project.

Executive Officer’s Reports (Continued)

The following reports were submitted as written:

g. Report on Sonoma County Water Agency ESA Contract
h. Report on Russian River Watershed Council
i. Update on the Redwood Sanitary Company Spill in Windsor
j. Report on the Status of Mercury in Lake Pillsbury
k. Report on the Status of Underground Storage Tank Issues and MtBE
l. Status Report on U. S. EPA’s Cleanup of Mine Tailings at the Old Grey Eagle

Disposal Site on Indian Creek

Dave Evans responded to a question from Board member Bev Wasson on the old Grey
Eagle Disposal Site.

m. Summary of New Laws that went Into effect January 1, 1999
n. Update on the Triennial Review of the Water Quality Control Plan for the North

Coast  Region
o. Update on Redwood Creek and Other TMDLs

Anne Antoville, representing Advocates for Redwood Creek, stated additional protective
measures in the monitoring requirements and numeric targets as outlined in the
proposed Redwood Creek TMDL should be addressed.  She is hopeful these additional
measures, which are incorporated in the Basin Plan, be included in the final Redwood
Creek TMDL.

p.  Report on Y2K Informational Update

Board member Hoy adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.
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State of California
Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

MINUTES OF MEETING
July 22, 1999
North Coast Regional Water Board
  Hearing Room
5550 Skylane Boulevard
Santa Rosa, California

The July 22, 1999 continued meeting of the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, North Coast Region was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Ross Liscum.
Bill Hoy led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Introductions

Chairman Liscum introduced the Board members present, State Water Board member
John Brown, Executive Officer Lee Michlin, and Legal Counsel Phil Wyels.

Board Members Present

Bill Hoy, Jim Mitchell, Stan Plowman, Bev Wasson, and Ross Liscum

Staff Present

Lee Michlin, Craig Johnson, Susan Warner, Bob Tancreto, Frank Reichmuth, Bob
Klamt, Tom Dunbar, Nathan Quarles, Janet Blake, Beth Lamb, Terry Barnes, Jean
Spath, and Phil Wyels

Public Forum

Brenda Adelman, Russian River Watershed Protection Committee, referenced two
booklets published by Californians for Pesticide Reform.  She discussed public health
issues as they relate to the improper use of pesticides and herbicides.

Consent Calendar

A. Former Woolen Mill, Eureka, Humboldt County, Adoption of Resolution Approving
the Negative Declaration for an Interim Cleanup Remedy
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Stan Plowman moved adoption of Item No. A as proposed.  Bill Hoy seconded the
motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

1. Update on Clean Water Act Sections 319(h) and 205(j) Grant Project Process

Bob Klamt introduced and welcomed Janet Blake to the North Coast Regional Water
Board and stated she is the Watershed Coordinator for the region.

Janet explained the State and Regional Water Boards administer both the 319(h) and
205(j) grant programs to fund local entities and educational institutions.  This year
approximately $750,000 has been allocated for 205(j) projects and $7.6 million for
319(h) projects statewide.  She explained the time schedule for the competitive process
and stated final selections would be made at the State Board’s hearing in August.  The
top three projects for 319(h) grant consideration were:  (1) Solutions for Sediment
Reductions in the Gualala River Watershed,  (2) Five County Effort:  Sediment
Reduction and Fish Migration Barrier Actions – Phase II, and  (3) In-stream Monitoring
of Sediment-Related Parameters in the Garcia River Watershed.   Those projects under
consideration for 205(j) funds included the Moffett Creek Upland Assessment and the
Five-County Effort:  County Road Sediment Assessments-Phase III.  Once the
selections are complete, successful grant proponents are notified and contracts are
drawn up with work beginning on July 1, 2000.

8. Executive Officer Administrative Civil Liabilities Authority

Lee Michlin discussed the Region One’s policy of bringing all corrective action cases
before the Board.  Due to the Board’s lack of a quorum since December, the inability of
the Executive Officer to resolve any administrative civil liability issues has become an
issue for those affected responsible parties.  He discussed the benefits of issuing the
Executive Officer administrative civil liability authority as:  (a)  the responsible party and
the public will have a forum to discuss the matter,  (b) any action under consideration
would be publicly noticed and the Chair made aware of every proposed action under
consideration,  (c) the responsible party has full appeal rights to the Regional Board and
would enable staff to prepare for one hearing,  (d) increased emphasis on enforcement,
(e) statewide standardization of monetary fees for various violations, and  (f) actions are
appealable to the Regional Water Board and then to the State Water Board.

Stan Plowman presented his comments regarding his experience with the Air
Resources Board’s administrative civil liability authority.  There was discussion among
State Water Board member John Brown, Phil Wyels, Regional Board members, Brenda
Adelman, Russian River Watershed Protection Committee, and Hans Herb, Santa Rosa
attorney.

Stan Plowman moved we launch ourselves into the investigation of this process.
Conceptually I think it is a good idea and, if the rest of the Board members agree that a
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$50,000 limit is appropriate or modify it, it is fine.  I like your suggestion of a review after
six months or, if we have had no action in six months, the issue is reviewed at one year.
I see a real benefit from it.  Jim Mitchell stated he would second the motion with the
understanding that where we are heading is as our counsel’s suggestion that there will
be public knowledge of what is going on.  There was further discussion among Board
members Hoy, Wasson, and Liscum.  The motion carried with four affirmative votes and
Mr. Hoy dissenting vote.

2. PUBLIC HEARING to Consider an Administrative Civil Liability in the Matter of
Westec Tank Company, Westec Industries and Alary Corporation, Healdsburg,
California for Failure to Comply with the General Storm Water National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit and for the Hazardous Material Spill
to Foss Creek

Chairman Liscum opened the public hearing, read the hearing procedure, and swore in
those presenting testimony.

Kurt Soenen described the 500 gallons of acid  solution which was discharged on
September 10 and 11, 1998 from the Westec facility into Foss Creek, Dry Creek, and
the Russian River.  Cleanup and Abatement Order No. 98-97 was issued on September
15, 1998 to the facility to cleanup and abate the hazardous materials discharge from the
spill.  There was a multi-agency response to the spill which documented the death of
fish and other aquatic organisms.  He reported the results from water samples taken on
September 11.  Mr. Soenen documented the six activities which Westec has completed
in compliance with Order No. 98-97.

Phil Wyels referenced the revised order dated July 20, 1999, Item No. 18, Page 4.  He
reviewed the settlement proposal stating the discharger is to pay a total of $40,000 for
failure to obtain coverage under and comply with the general industrial stormwater
NPDES permit.  The amount of $20,000 is due and payable within 30 days of the date
of the complaint.  The remaining $20,000 is suspended contingent upon Westec’s
compliance of a supplemental environmental project to the Executive Officer’s
satisfaction no later than July 31, 2000.

Jeremy Fietz, representing Westec Industries and Tank Company, stated the company
was fully satisfied with the process and agreed with the settlement as proposed.

In response to Mr. Mitchell’s question, Mr. Michlin stated staff costs were $40,000 due
to the length of the cleanup time.

Stan Plowman moved approval of this negotiated settlement.  Bev Wasson seconded
the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.
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3.  PUBLIC HEARING to Consider an Administrative Civil Liability in the Matter of Reza
Baghery and Khalil Mokalla for failure to comply with Cleanup and Abatement
Order No. 97-111 and Time Schedule Order No. 97-112

Mr. Michlin stated that neither responsible party was present for the hearing.  He stated
the responsible parties are under a Time Schedule Order which will continue until the
item is heard before the Regional Water Board.  The item would be continued until the
September meeting which is scheduled to be in Santa Rosa.

Tom Dunbar explained Mr. Baghery  had intended to be present at the hearing but the
death of his mother in Iran put him out of the country.  He stated Mr. Mokalla is not a
responsible party and had a medical appointment.

There was discussion among Board members Mitchell, Plowman, Liscum, and Hoy and
Legal Counsel Phil Wyels.  There was concurrence that the hearing be held in Santa
Rosa at the September meeting and that a letter be sent to all parties stating that this
item will be heard in September 1999 whether or not parties are present.

4. PUBLIC HEARING to Consider an Administrative Civil Liability in the Matter of the
City of Healdsburg for the Discharge of Raw Sewage and Untreated Effluent
Discharge into the Russian River in Violation of Waste Discharge Requirements
Order No. 92-80 and the Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coast Region

Nathan Quarles stated it was discovered on February 7, 1999 that somewhere between
140,000 to 1.3 million gallons of raw sewage was discharged to Dry Creek, a tributary to
the Russian River.  A second discharge of treated, undisinfected wastewater occurred
on February 11 and 12, 1999.  The City estimates that approximately 800,000 gallons of
wastewater was treated but not disinfected and then discharged to the Basalt disposal
pond as a result of the second spill.  Healdsburg City staff indicated they are
understaffed and need two additional employees to oversee their collection system.  Mr.
Quarles discussed two operational areas that need to be addressed for the ongoing
maintenance of the plant.  Both discharges were in direct violation of Order No. 92-80.
He discussed three different enforcement actions for the Board’s consideration.  He
responded to questions from the Board.

Dick Pusich, Consultant for the City of Healdsburg, stated several meetings have been
held with City staff and reviewed a list of proposed mitigation measures in lieu of the
proposed administrative civil liability.   The measures include:  (a) an educational
program within the schools and the community to help the public better understand what
happens to their waste stream,  (b)  the hiring of additional staff that would only work for
the sewer system,  (c) the revision and review of their Operations and Procedures
Manual,  (d) development of a riparian replacement program on two acres of river
frontage land, and (e) the provision of additional capacity over the normal needs
presently available at the Magnolia stations.
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Chuck Wystepek, Healdsburg City Manager, stated a reorganization to secure adequate
staff for budgeted positions is being implemented.  He said a more aggressive rate
schedule would be implemented beginning December 1999.   Mr. Wystepek introduced
Healdsburg’s legal counsel, Bernadette Curry, who was available for questions.

Mr. Michlin read the City’s July 21, 1999 correspondence that outlined a number of
operating procedural changes into the record.

There was lengthy discussion among the Board members, Executive Officer Lee
Michlin, and Legal Counsel Phil Wyels.  A change was made in the agreement
concerning the hiring of two additional staff.

Stan Plowman moved adoption of the complaint as modified because we have come to
agreement between staff and the City that they are going to fix these things.  They are
willing to pay back our staff costs.  Jim Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried by a
unanimous voice vote.

5. PUBLIC HEARING to Consider an Administrative Civil Liability in the Matter of the
Sonoma County Water Agency and Russian River County Sanitation District
for Bypass of Partially Treated Wastewater Occurring in February 1999 in Violation
of their Waste Discharge Requirements

Ross Liscum opened the public hearing, read the hearing procedure, and swore in
those presenting testimony.

Nathan Quarles stated from February 7 through February 10, 1999 approximately 1.41
million gallons of influent bypassed the Advanced Waste Treatment (AWT) treatment
process and was discharged into the Russian River.  He used two overheads that
showed the geographic location of the facility and illustrated the plant’s storage and
treatment system.  Mr. Quarles said this incident underscores the lack of adequate
storage capacity, collection system inundation, and proper treatment procedures that
still need to be addressed by the District.

Randy Poole, General Manager and Chief Engineer, Sonoma County Water Agency,
responded that the Agency agreed with the testimony that was presented by Regional
Water Board staff.  The Agency continues to try to improve the plant’s performance but
lacks the funding to initiate improvements to the wastewater treatment system. He
distributed and reviewed a financial data sheet that described the operations and
construction fund of the Russian River County Sanitation District.

There was lengthy discussion and oral testimony was presented by George Hicks,
Sonoma County Water Agency Deputy Chief Engineer and Brenda Adelman, Russian
River Watershed Protection Committee.
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The Regional Water Board adjourned to a closed session.  Following the closed
session, Stan Plowman moved that the Board is directing the Executive Officer to issue
a complaint, an administrative civil liability, to the Russian River Community Services
District in the amount of $140,000.   $100,000 of that amount will be suspended
contingent upon the completion of specific tasks to address the inflow, inundation
problems. These tasks will be specified in the complaint that will be issued by next
Friday, July 30 on behalf of the Executive Officer.  Jim Mitchell seconded the motion.  A
roll call vote was taken and the motion carried by five affirmative votes.

6. PUBLIC HEARING to Consider an Administrative Civil Liability in the Matter of the
Sonoma County Water Agency and Russian River County Sanitation District
for Two Lift Station Overflows Occurring in February 1999 and April 1999 in Violation
of their Waste Discharge Requirements

Phil Wyels stated that a tentative settlement had been reached with the discharger.

Nathan Quarles stated the first lift station overflow of 2,400 gallons of untreated sewage
was discharged from the Watson Road lift station on February 7, 1999.  The overflow
was due to a faulty pump gasket seal combined with high inflow and infiltration.  The
second overflow happened from April 22 through April 27 and the Sonoma County
Water Agency estimated that 99,000 gallons of untreated sewage was discharged from
several points in the collection system along Drake Road.  The violation was due to
human error and failure of a redundant mechanical high water alarm system.  Mr.
Quarles referenced Page 7, Item No. 16 of the revised administrative civil liability
complaint that detailed the mitigation measures and time schedules for implementation
of corrective action.  The Sonoma County Water Agency will hire a consultant to work
with Regional Board staff, the City of Santa Rosa, and the other major POTWs and
municipalities in the area to develop uniform response and notification procedures that
will be implemented formally throughout the Russian River watershed.  A $50,000 fine
of which $5,000 is due within 30 days of issuance of the complaint and $45,000 held in
abeyance contingent upon completion of the project.  The Agency will submit a draft
spill response and notification plan to the Executive Officer for approval by June 1, 2000
and shall submit the final spill response and notification plan by July 31, 2000.

Oral testimony was presented by Suzanne De Kozan, Sonoma County Deputy Counsel,
George Hicks, Sonoma County Water Agency Deputy Chief Engineer, Brenda Adelman,
Russian River Watershed Protection Committee, and Randy Poole, Sonoma County
Water Agency General Manager and Chief Engineer.   Mr. Hicks distributed material
entitled, “Review of the Agency’s Operational, Maintenance and Management Practices
in the Context of the Russian River Sewage Spill” dated July 13, 1999.

Stan Plowman moved acceptance of the settlement agreement as presented.  Bev
Wasson seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.
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7. PUBLIC HEARING to Consider Modification of Cease and Desist Order No. 98-24
which Requires the City of Crescent City, California  to Cease and Desist from
Discharging Waste Contrary to Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 94-60.
The Modification may allow the Connection of up to 220 Single-Family Dwelling Unit
Equivalent to the Sewage Treatment Plant

Chairman Liscum opened the public hearing, read the hearing procedure, and swore in
those presenting testimony.

Bill Rodriguez provided a brief history of the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  He
stated on February 27, 1997 the Regional Water Board adopted Cease and Desist
Order No. 97-17 as the result of chronic violations of NPDES Permit limits.  At that time,
the plant was both hydraulically and organically overloaded and a connection restriction
was included which prohibited new flows to the plant.  Mr. Rodriguez referenced the
City’s February 26, 1999 letter that requested a limited relaxation of the connection
restriction.  Documentation was presented in the letter that indicated the equivalent of
220 single-family dwellings or 85,800 gallons per day of wastewater could be added to
the plant without causing additional permit violations or adverse impacts to the
beneficial water uses.

David Wells, City Manager, Crescent City, responded to a question from Board member
Mitchell.  He stated Phase II of the project will be completed by September 1999 and
completion of the project by January 2000.

Stan Plowman moved to adopt new Order No. 99-   which modified Order No. 98-24.
Bev Wasson seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous voice vote.

State Board member, John Brown, gave a brief overview regarding issues of statewide
interest.   He welcomed new Regional Water Board member Bev Wasson.

The Regional Water Board adjourned for lunch at 12:25 p.m.

The Board reconvened at 2:00 p.m. in a closed session to discuss an Employee
Evaluation.  Chairman Liscum adjourned the closed session at 4:15 p.m.  The next
Regional Water Board meeting will be held in Eureka on Thursday, August 26. 1999.

Executive Assistant Jean Spath recorded the minutes of the July 21 and 22, 1999
meetings of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, approved by the
Board at its next meeting.

Approved by: _____________________________, Chair.
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